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SOCIAL PROJECTS 

CeCAM, (Centro Correcional para Adolescentes Mujeres) is a correctional facility for young girls aged 14 to 20, who committed 

or were involved in serious crimes. Usually the institution houses about fifteen girls. 

 

During the months of August and September, volunteers helped the girls of CeCAM with corrections to 

their CVs and helped to draft them on the computer.  

 

Depending on the severity of the girls’ crime for why they are in CeCAM, some may be given permission 

to return home to visit with their families for one night or sometimes a weekend. One girl had returned 

home and the following day the volunteers saw her. Unfortunately the girl had been in a fight while at 

home and returned to CeCAM with bruises and cuts on her body. This was an eye opener for the volun-

teers and an important reminder of the volunteers’ job to show the girls an alternate path to the violence 

and abuse they may have grown up with.  

 

To refocus and hopefully reenergize the girls, the volunteers focused on the bake sale fundraiser that Law 

& Human Rights volunteers were organising. The girls made posters, baking the alfajores that the volun-

teers then sold at a fundraiser at the end of September. The girls were excited about the project and all 

were eager to participate.  

 

The success of the activities depends a lot on the girls’ moods. Their moods are affected by personal 

problems and/or tensions that arise between the girls. Some days may be tense, others not so much. Vol-

unteers need to be aware of the challenges they may face and the need to be creative and how to under-

stand how to deal and work with them. 

CECAM 

FELISA SOAJE 

Felisa Soaje is a residential care facility for girls aged between 14 and 17. The girls living there have been ordered by the court 

to reside there as their biological parents have been deemed unfit or incapable of caring for them. The girls are provided with 

meals and accommodation and attend school 5 days a week. Volunteers meet with the girls on a weekly basis.  

 

Volunteers have been interacting with the girls of 

Soaje to help them think more responsibly about their 

lives and future goals. They did activities with the girls 

on the importance of healthy living and maintaining a 

balanced diet, as well as the dangers of smoking and 

drinking. The activities are interactive, requiring the 

girls to think but in a fun sort of way. It is the most 

effective way as it doesn’t feel like the girls are in 

school! 

 

 Volunteers also tried to teach the girls a bit about 

their own lives. One day a volunteer did a lesson on 

her home country, while another girl made English 

scones as a ‘goodbye’ present to the girls on her last day. The girls of Soaje really like those kinds of ac-

tivities!  

Hola! 

 

Here are some highlights of the activities that have gone on in the Law & Human Rights offi-

ce in the past few months. Volunteers have been busy to say the least, all working hard to 

make a small difference in the lives of the people they work with on a daily basis.  

 

 Muchas gracias to all who contributed to this month’s newsletter!  
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QUISQUISACATE 

This month the Law & Human Rights Office started a new project placed in a government institution called “Quisquizacate.”  

Quisquizacate is a residential care facility for girls between 7 and 14 years old.  They have been removed from their homes by 

the order of the courts for different reasons such as abuse, poverty and abandonment. At the age of 14 they are moved to 

another facility or they may return to their families if the court decides so.  

 

In August, the Law & Human Rights volunteers planned to paint a mural on one of the walls at the  home. 

The design was decided by the girls who wanted to paint a sunset with a girl saying: “I have the right to be 

happy and have a family.” These are two values that the girls have learned with the help of the volunteers 

and collectively agreed on the importance of them.  

All of the girls at the residence pitched in to help 

paint and by the end of August the wall was painted 

leaving a bright corner in their home!  

 

Throughout September the volunteers organized 

arts and crafts activities and also helped translate the 

lyrics of popular songs so the girls can understand 

the importance of them. At least once a week the 

girls visit the nearby plaza in the Alta Córdoba 

neighbourhood for additional activities and just to 

have some time outdoors.  

 

 

Not to be confused with Paulo Freire of Villa Cabrera, this Paulo Freire is an institution whose role is to provide a safe and bene-

ficial environment for youngsters who have had problems with the law.  

 

We have been working at Paulo Freire Escobar to instruct the boys who attend on their rights, and trying 

to engage them in activities that help them to seek a proactive role in society. We also try to teach them 

about some of the downsides to the lives that most of them are exposed to and that many of them lead 

themselves. They run workshops on drugs, sexual education and the right to a healthy environment. 

 

This can sometimes prove difficult because of the generally low turnout rate and the limited interest of 

the boys who do turn up. They tend to be more engaged in physical and practical tasks such as horticul-

ture and bike maintenance, which makes it difficult to get them to sit down and discuss more theoretical 

subjects. The “Codigo de Faltas” (CdF) discussion and workshop that we ran received a decent response, 

but only after we introduced a game that got them to decide whether the rights they pulled out of a hat 

were real or non-existent. It is important that the boys take something away from these gatherings be-

cause these are issues that are highly relevant to their personal situations. Many of the boys present, for 

example, have been detained previously under the CdF, and so it is important that they know their rights 

should they face a similar situation in future. 

 

We have been trying to come up with activities that are informative and also pragmatically applicable. 

However, the lack of resources means we have certain limits on what we can do. We have planned ses-

sions where the boys construct their own musical instruments and write a song about their rights, thus 

tapping into something they already enjoy, but the need for new activity ideas is evident. 

PAULO FREIRE ESCOBAR 
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BASTA DE  TRATA 

Basta de Trata (BdT) is a Córdoba-based organisation with the aim of informing and raising awareness about the issue of hu-

man trafficking in Argentina. They focus not only on raising awareness, but also on breaking taboos, and informing the commu-

nity. They hold campaigns, workshops, discussion forums and prevention and assistance programs for trafficking victims. 

 

Projects Abroad Human Rights volunteers in Córdoba collaborate frequently with 

Basta de Trata (BdT), a local NGO that works to prevent human trade and trafficking 

through public education and awareness. International Day Against Human Trafficking 

on September 23 provided another opportunity for BdT and Projects Abroad to raise 

awareness of the problem of human trafficking worldwide. We marked the event by 

coming to Parque de las Tejas, a local park near the university, on a busy Sunday eve-

ning to highlight issues and risks related to human trafficking in Argentina and around 

the world. 

  

The Projects Abroad volunteers organized a couple of activities to engage the public 

as couples picnicked and children played on the large grassy area on a beautiful lazy 

afternoon. Kids – and even some adults – finger-painted, their colourful handprints 

decorating the large “Basta de Trata” signs that we later hung up. 

  

For the adults, volunteers walked around explaining the BDT’s goals and then asked 

people to think about what ideas 

would contribute to a better world. Participants wrote 

those words, phrases, and wishes on balloons that the Pro-

jects Abroad volunteers then collected. After an hour or 

two the volunteers were walking around with huge 

bunches of inflatable dreams, and more and more passers-

by were eager to join the project. The public interest in the 

balloon activity was huge and encouraging. We hope it got 

them to think about what they could do to improve the 

world. 

  

The volunteers’ original idea was to then let the balloons 

go, but instead they decided to tie them to the pedestrian 

walkway over the crowded park. It was eye-catching from 

below, and from up close it was intriguing, if not inspiring. When the wind blew the right way, the words 

on the balloons would jump out: peace, respect, equality, love. There were plenty more off-the-wall ideas as 

well: "Legalization," “Let live and let die.” People stopped to look, photograph, and occasionally steal a 

balloon – and volunteers were stationed right there with pamphlets so that people could understand the 

project better as they admired it. 

  

The occasion was also a good opportunity to sell homemade alfajores baked the previous week at a cor-

rectional institution for teenagers where the Projects 

Abroad Human Rights volunteers work. The girls of the 

institution baked the cookies to earn money for privi-

leges they want and to learn the value of hard work. 

  

The day was successful both for Basta de Trata and for 

Projects Abroad. BdT was able to amplify its message 

and to reach a unique audience of young people, a nor-

mally difficult demographic, because of the park’s prox-

imity to the university. Other Projects Abroad volun-

teers who are not doing the Human Rights Project also 

got involved and came to support the cause, which 

added to the impact of the message.  
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COPA DE  LECHE 

Fundación G.A.N.A.S is a non-profit organization that provides food, clothes, and friendship to the homeless living in and around 

downtown Cordoba. They have been working in the streets of Córdoba for the past six years, and in the past two months the 

Law & Human Rights volunteers joined to help.   

 

Volunteers worked with the Fundación G.A.N.A.S to interview all of the 

homeless individuals that are in the streets of Córdoba. The idea is to make a 

comprehensive database of all individuals, with the ultimate goal of finding 

ways to help improve their lives. Volunteers take a few moments to interview 

the people after they receive a meal, and ask questions about their situation, 

experiences on the street and future aspirations.  

 

In addition to long-term solutions, volunteers also sought ways in which they 

could take immediate action to help individuals. For example, volunteers 

spoke to one man who had moved from Mendoza to Cordoba, but was un-

able to find employment in Cordoba and could not afford a bus trip to return 

home to his family. Upon learning of this man’s situation, volunteers worked 

with partner NGOs to find a donor to pay for the trip back to Mendoza. This 

simple solution rendered the man no longer homeless and improved his qual-

ity of life. Small but effective actions such as these are what make Projects 

Abroad’s work with G.A.N.A.S. worthwhile.  

MONITORING HUMAN  RIGHTS 

COMMUNITY ADVOCACY  

BLAS PASCAL 

FUNDACIÓN G.A.N.A.S  

Copa de Leche is run by Projects Abroad volunteers n the Blas Pascal neighborhood where local children can go for an afterno-

on snack and a safe place to play.  

 

To celebrate Día del Niño or Children’s Day, the volunteers organised 

a party Copa de Leche for the kids. There were snacks, music and face 

painting. Every one really enjoyed it!  

 

At Copa de Leche, the Human Rights volunteers work to teach the 

kids not to discriminate and work so that the Argentine, Peruvian and 

Bolivian children that all go to the Copa de Leche can learn to all get 

along.  

Blas Pascal is a peripheral community of government and makeshift housing built in 2009.  Prior to the existence of the slum, 

the residents were living in shanties along the river; however in 2003 they successfully petitioned for proper accommodation 

arrangements. There are approximately 100 families living there. The Law & Human Rights Office has started a community 

project, with the goals of educating and empowering the neighbours in their goals to help improve their community and im-

proving their quality of life.  

Water issues: The month of August was difficult for the residents of the Blas Pascal community as there 

was a period where they were without water in their homes. This had been a long-time concern for the 

neighbours and had been addressed at various community meetings. All were trying to work together to 

resolve the problem and to not make it so hard on the community when water issues do arise in the fu-

ture.   
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 Furthering the problem of water, the neighbouring community of Nuevo Progreso continues to 

feed onto the Blas Pascal community water supply, making even less water available to more 

houses. At an August meeting the communities discussed the issue and Nuevo Progreso was given 

one month to come up with a way to resolve the water issue, so as not to burden the Blas Pascal 

community water supply anymore. 

 

 At the halfway point to the deadline, the representative from the Nuevo Progreso neighbourhood 

presented that members made the first steps to fix the water pipes, and at that moment about 

50% of the houses had changed the pipes. However, still families are without water.  At the same 

time they are in touch with the water company, Aguas 

Cordobesas, who will come to check the water pres-

sure in the hopes to solve the problem. The 

neighbourhood had until September 21 to finish the 

work of changing the water pipes.  

 

 On the day of the deadline, a representative from 

Nuevo Progreso explained that he made visits to all of 

the homes of his neighbourhood and almost all of the 

houses had fixed the pipes. All that was left to fix was 

to see if the water pressure was steady. They again 

met with a representative from the water company 

who explained how they can present a formal request 

to receive a proper water connection. They are a bit 

sceptical about the water company as they feel they 

could wash their hands of the problem rather than 

really help to resolve it.  

 

 While the members of Nuevo Progreso and Blas Pascal are working to resolve the water prob-

lem, the members of another neighbouring community are secretly connecting to the water sup-

ply thus burdening the water supply even more. They would like to invite those members of the 

community to the next week’s meeting to discuss the matter.  

 

Community Safety: Another issue that has come up in the weekly meetings was centred out a discus-

sion about an under aged boy who is living alone in a house. His mother passed away and his father is in 

jail, and for a time the community tried to help him with food and clothing. However now it is becoming 

difficult because the boy associates with other kids in the neighbourhood who loiter the neighbouring 

houses and cause damage in the community.  

 

 Victoria and Martin went to speak with the local police station 

regarding the boy’s situation and of recent robberies in the 

neighbourhood. Unfortunately the police were not of much help; 

explaining that unless the neighbours of Blas Pascal make a formal 

written complaint, the police cannot do anything. The police 

agreed to send a patrol in to make rounds in the neighbourhood.  

 

 Martin suggested to the neighbours that they get together and 

agree to call the police to make a formal complaint. The 

neighbours are concerned for their own safety and complain that 

the police do not do what they should be doing.  

 

 At the following week’s meeting, a representative from the police 

station came to speak with the neighbours of Blas Pascal. The rep-

resentative encouraged the neighbours to be insistent on calling in 

reports of robberies and violence in the community.  
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On Thursday, September 12 the Law & Human Rights volunteers held a workshop for all Projects Abroad 

volunteers. Tara Andronek (Canada) led the workshop and started by presenting what human rights are, 

their importance and how the volunteers can think about incorporating human rights into their own pro-

jects and volunteer work in Argentina. This included a background on the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and the history of human rights in Argentina. 

 

After this we went through the various social projects, educational activities and human rights monitoring 

activities that the Law & Human Rights group of volunteers par-

ticipate in. Tara also had a short activity to get the volunteers 

thinking more deeply about human rights by using the example of 

two different kinds of refugees, one that is a victim and one that is 

a perpetrator, to determine when and if someone's human rights 

can be taken away from them. Later that evening a few other vol-

unteers came out to G.A.N.A.S to participate! 

HUMAN RIGHTS WORKSHOP 

LEGAL CLINIC 

In August, Projects Abroad Argentina launched the Legal Advice Clinic in the community of Blas Pascal. 

Seven other volunteers joined Martin and Victoria for the opening of this new project. None of the volun-

teers knew what to expect from the first session but, on the first day four people came to seek various 

kinds of legal advice; ranging from domestic violence, visitation rights and advice regarding pensions for 

retired people.  

 

The clinic opens every Thursday in the Blas Pascal neighbour-

hood, for about 2 hours. Volunteers write the basic information 

down of each client, and throughout the course of the week 

they research the case and prepare a response for the client the 

following week.  The response has been very positive and those 

that have come to seek advice are overall extremely grateful.  

 

While each week varies in the amount of visitors they receive at 

the clinic; volunteers are confident that word will spread of 

their work and that new people will come. The variety of ques-

tions that the volunteers are being presented with allows them 

a great opportunity to research and learn to understand Argen-

tine law.  

EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


